ON THE FESTIVAL OF HALLOWEEN

It is that time of the year when the secular society in which we
live is preparing for the festival of Halloween. Because most of
us are either newly Orthodox or newly aware of our Orthaodoxy, it
is absolutely  necessary that we examine every aspect of our
involvement in the world, its activities, festivals, associations
-and societies in order to discern whether . or nat these
involvements are compatible or incompatible with the Holy Orthodox
faith. This is a difficult task which leads to same pain when we .
realize that there are pobular organizations and activities -in
which we are unable to participate. This pain becomes most acute
-when our friends and closest relatives ‘'do not share our

convictions.

Though non-Orthodox Christians, our schools, our local community
organizations and all forms of entertainment in television, radio,
and the press will share in and capitalize upon the festival of
Halloween, it is impossible for Orthodox Christians to participate
in this event at any level. The issue 1involved is simple
faithfulness to God and the Holy Orthodox Christian faith.
Halloween has its roots in paganism and continues. to be a form of
idolatry in which Satan, the angel aof death, is worshipped. As we
know, the very foundation of our Holy Church-is built upon the
blood of the martyrs who refused under the painful penalties of
cruel torture and death to worship, venerate, or pay obeisance in
any way to the idols who were Satan’s angels. Because of the
faithfulness through obedience and self-sacrifice of the Holy
Martyrs, God poured out vupon His Holy Church ‘abundant Grace and
its numbers increased daily, precisely at a time when one would
have expected the threat of persecution to extinguish the flame of
faith. But, contrary to. the world’'s understanding, humble
faithfulness and obedience to God are the very life lines of our
life in Christ through Whom we are given true spiritual peace,
love and joy, and the participation in the miraculous workings of
His Haoly Spirit. Therefore, the Holy Church calls us to
faithfulness by our turning away from the falsehood toward Truth

and eternal 1life.

With regard to our non-participation in the pagan festival of
Halloween we will be strengthened by an understanding of the
spiritual roots and history of this anti-Christian feast. The
feast of Halloween began in pre-Christian times among the Celtic
pecpies of Breat Britain, ‘Treland, and “Tnorthern France.  These
pagan peaples believed that 1life was born frdm_ggqu. Therefore,
they celebrated the beginning of the "new year™ in the fall (on
the eve of October 31 and into the day of November 1) when as they
believed, the season of cold, darkness, decay and death began. A
certain deity whom they called Samhain was believed by the Celtics
to be the Lord of death and it was he whom they honored at their

New Year ‘s festival.




There were, from an Orthodox Christian point of view, many
diabolical beliefs and practices associated with this feast which

it will be clear, have endured to this time. O0On_the eve of the

New Year ‘s festival, the Druids who were the priests of the Celtic
cult, instructed their people to extinguish a all hearth” “¥ires and

Tights.” On the evening df the’ festlval a huge ban1re Built from
oak branches, “which they “considered sacred, was “ignited.  "Upon

this Fire sacrifices of chps, anlmals, and even human be1ngs were

Biurned as an offering in order to appéase and cojole Samhaln, “the
—1ord of deéath., It was believed that Samhain, being pleased by

“their  faithful offerings, allowed the snuls of the dead to return

~fo their homes ¥6r a festal visit on  this day.” " Tt is " fram this

'bellef that the pract1ce of wandering about in the dark dressed up
iR costumgs Tmitating’ gﬁ_—ts,'witches 'hdbg—ﬁliﬁé;m ‘and “communion
“with "the dead by what was, and still is, a ritual act of
“"imitation, through costume “and the activity of wandering around in
the dark of nigtity even as the souls of the dead were be11eved “to
“wander.
The dialog of trick or treat is also an integral part of this
'system of beliefs and practices. It was belleved that the souls-
of the dead who had entered into the world Dfmdarkdeas, decay,_and
‘death, and therefore into total communion with and submission to
Samhain, the lord of ‘death, bore the affliction of great hunger on
Their festdl ™ visit. Out ‘6? this grew “the practice of begging,
which was a “¥drther ritual enactment and imitation of what the
Celtics believed to be the activities of the souls of the dead ' on
Their Festal Visit. "Associated with this  is the EEITT further
implication that 1f the souls of the dead and their imitators were
not appeased with “"treats" , i.e. offerings, then the: wrath and
anger of Samhain, whose angels and servants the souls of the dead
had become, would be unleashed through a system of “trlcks", or as

an Orthodox Chr15t1an would understand it, curses.

then, from an Orthodox Christian point of view,

practices at any level is impossible and
Fdr

va1ously
participation in these
idolatrous, a genuine betrayal of our God and our Holy Faith.
if we participate in the ritual activity of imitating the dead by

dreggfhg'uﬁﬂfﬁ"thelr ‘atfire or by wandering about in ~the dark, or

by begg1ng 'w;th them, then we have w111fu11y snught fellowshlp

with the dead, whdse 1ord is
but Satan, the evil one who stands against God. T Further, if we

submit to the dialog of “trick or_ treat™,
to 1nndcent 11ttle ch11dren, but rather to Samha1n, the lord of
death whom they have come to  serve as imitators of the dead

wanderlng in the dark of nlght.“

There are other pract1ces associated with Halloween which we must
stay away from. As was mentioned above, on_the eve of the - Celt;c

New Year fest1val . Druid priests 1n5tructed their falthful to

exf1ngu1sh their hearth flres and 11ghts and to gather ardund the

we maPe our offering not

"not Samhain as the Celts ‘believed,

fire of sacrifice. to make their dfferxggs and to pay homage to the

Lord of Death. Because thls was a sacred fire, it was from th}g_

That the fire of the new year was to be taken and the Tights and
hearth FfiFes ~rFekindled. Out ~ of this "arcse the practlce of the
Jack O Cantern (in  the "USA "a pumpking TTin Tolder ~days ather
vegetables were used) which was carved 1in.imitation of the dead
and used to convey new YTﬁﬁt “and fire tD the home where 'he




lantern was left burning throughout = the night. Even the use and
display of < the Jack O'Lantern involves 'celebration of and
participation in the pagan festival of Death, honoring the Celtic
god Samhain. Again Orthodox Christians must in no way share in
this cultic activity, but rather we should counter our
inclinations ard habits by burning candles to Our Savior and to
the Most Holy Mother of God and to all the Holy Saints. '

In the ancient Celtic rite, divination was also associated with
this festival. After the fire had died out, the Druids examined
the remains of the sacrifices in order to fortell, as. they
believed was possible, the events aof the coming year. Since this
time the Halloween festival has been the night for participation

in all kinds_of sorcery, fortune telling, 'divination, games of

chaneé} and in latter medzeval tlmes, Satan wnrshgp_and"hlthcraft.

In the days of the early Celtic Church, which wassﬁrlckly

Orthodox, the Holy Fathers attmepted to counteact” this ~pagan New
vear festival which Ronored the Lord &f 'Death, by establishing the
Feasf of @Il Saints on the 'same day (in the East the Feast of ALl

Saints is celebrated on the Sunday'?ollowxng Fentecoéf). “As was

the Tustom of the Church, the faithful Christians attended a Vigil
“Service in the evening 'and in the morning a celebrat1df6f “the

Holy "Edcharis€. 7It  is  ¥rom this that the term ~Halloween:

‘developed. The word Halloween has its roots in the 0Ol1d Engllsh of

All Hallow e’‘en, i.e. the Eve cummemoratlng all thnse who were

hallowed (sanctified) -— Halloween{—h The people who. hadrfmalned

pagan and “therefore. anti—-Christian and whaose paganism became

deeply intetwined with the Occult, Satanism, and Magic reacted to

the Church’s - attempt to supplant their festival with increased

fervor on this evening. In the early middle ages Hallowea\bedame

the supreme and central feéast of the Occult, a night and day upon

which acts of ‘witchcraft, demon1§57—sorcery, and Satanism of all
Elnﬂé"”“ﬁEFé“““ﬁFEEfiEEHf 'Hany of these bFEEfiEeé"involved

desecration  "and’ dePeﬁy ot Chrletlen practices’ "and’ beliefs.
Costumes of “ePeletDns developed as a mockery of the Church's
“reverence for Holy Rellcs, Holy thlngs,. 5”Ch. as crueseg_and

Feserved Sacrament,” were stolen —and used _in _perverse and
Saciriligious ways. The practiEEm_d¥ begglng ‘became a system of
persecution to harass Christians who did ﬁbi-part1cxpate in_the
‘offerings to those who served the Lord of Death. One can see in
Tontemporary Western society that the Western Church’s attempt to

supplant this pagan festival with the Feast of All Saints failed.

Todey we will notice that the Raman Cathollc Church, Eplscupal,
and Frotestant churches of all- Kinds join together™ w1th the padan_
secular world and its institutions, sponsoring . costume part1es,-
dances, trick or treat marches, etc. to celebrate the festival of _
the Lord of Death, . who in ancient times was known as Samhain, but
in this era is correctiy known —as Satan, the Angel of Death, wha
stands against God and the Holy Church. - If'1n fact thls_aay ‘and
its pdgen festival had Heen Chr1st1an12ed these churches would
not be supporting and promoting the Celtic pagan practices
honoring the-Lard of Death; but, rather,  they would on this Eve of
All- the Saints, as did the ancient Church offer a service of
v1gl;ant prayer and thanksgiving, unto the one True God, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit with offerings of all kinds: the fruits of
their labors, o0il, candles, alms, prayers,and the chanting of
psalms and bhymns. And on the following day the faithful would
gather again to celebraté the Holy Eucharist, which is God‘s * own
service of triumph over death through Resurrection in Jesus Christ
unto communion with the One True God and the hope of eternal life.




As we can see in the churches of the West, this is not what
happens. The Lord of Death has not only conquered the "churchesﬂ
but the society in which we Iive. From what we can now see, it is.

obvious that contemporary Halloween'brécticee ‘have their roots _in“
and Satan worship. How did somethxng “that is

paganism, idolatry,
obviously contradictory to the Holy Orthadox faith gain aEceptaQEg _____

among Christian peoples? _ _ _ — T/

The answer to this questinn is spiritual apathy and listlessness
which are the spiritual’ “raots of atheéism and turning away_ from
God. TIn ‘today”’ 'S society one is continually urged to'ﬂlsregard the
spiritual roots and origins of secular practices under ‘the guise.
that thée ~batward ~customs, practices, “and forms are cute, fun,
entertaining, and haraless.”  Behind ~this attitude’ 1ies the dogma
6f atheism which denies the existence of both God and Satan and
‘can therefore conclude that these activities, despite their
.obvious pagan and idolatrous origin are harmless and of no

con SEQUEI’\CE -

The Holy Church must stand against this because we are taught by
Christ that God stands in judgement over everything we do and
believe, and that our actions are either for God or against God.
Therefore, the customs of Halloween are not innccent practices
with no relationship to the spiritual world, but rather they are
demanic practices precisely as an examination of their origins

prove.

Evil spirits do exist. The devil exists. Christ came into the
world “so that, through death, He might destrny him that had
daminion of death, that 1is, the Devil." (Hebrews :14). It is.
imperative for us to realize as - Christians that our greatest faes
aree not our political enemies, but the Evil One who inspires
nations and individuals to sin against mankind, and who prevents
.them from coming tao a knowledge of the truth. Unless we realize

that Satan 1is our real enemy, we can never hope for spiritual
progress within our lives. "For our struggle is not against flesh

and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the
“world rulers of the darkness of this age, against the spiritual
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places."” (Ephesians 6:12)

Today we have a revival of satanist cults; we hear of a satanic

service conducted an Halfoween nlght, everywhere Satan reaches uut

to ensnare as many~zﬁﬁacent people as passible. The newsstandsl

are f111ed’ "With™ materggls on’ “spiritualism, supernatiral phenomena,
Seances, propheé1esj“5nd all sorts of demonically inspired works,
These works all ~ serve Satan, for ‘they are not  the fruit’ ‘of " the
ﬂaly prrlt, but the fru1t of the ‘spirit of this world.

A= Orthodox Christians, we must teach out children that Satan is
the father of lies and deceptlons, who uses many trlcks to make us
abandon Christ. In _the _ Church on the
night of Halloween we will celebrate a full vigil service with
l1itia commemarating St. John of Kronstadt and Sts. Cyprian and
Julian whose faithfulness is a triumph over sorcery and satanism.
In the morning we will celebrate the Divine Liturgy in order_ghggﬂ
we might witness and feed upon the Resurrect1on of Jesus Christ
which is wrought agaln 'and agaln by God s_ Grace in the supreme_'
Sacrament. Tt is undoubtedly an act of Divine “Providence that St.
John of Kronstadt, that saintly physician of our souls and bodies,
should have his feast day on the very day of Halloween, a day
which the world dedicates to the Destroyer, corrupter and deceiver
of humanity. God has provided us with this powerful counterpoise

and weapon agalnst ‘the snares of Satan and we should take full

advantage &f €his_ gift, for truly “God is wonderful in His

Sélnfs."

Note: Much of the background history
World Book and Encyclopedia Britannica.

for this paper is from the



